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and association is the only fundamental process. All abstract ideas, such as that of " existence/' are compounded of sensations related to one another by more or less close degrees of association. In general, for instance, "existence" is a property of an object connoting the liability to raise certain sensations under certain conditions. It is resolved ultimately into an anticipation of possible visual, tactual or other sensations ; and it has no meaning whatever except in so far as it may be expressed in terms of sensation. I say " in general," because the word " existence," like all words in common use, has no clearly defined limitation of meaning, but is used in many different senses. But the sense in which I have taken it is the only one that has any interest for the present discussion.
It is their failure to appreciate this circumstance that has caused so many metaphysicians to embark upon the solution of false and unreal problems, such problems as: Does matter exist ? Do other men exist ? Do I exist ? with the singularly unsatisfactory replies of which Descartes1 is a type: cogito, ergo sum. If a particular group of sensations contains among them the sensations connoted by existence, then that object exists (except in illusions, where the component sensa-tions are linked in unusual associations). But there is no metaphysical problem of real existence; for the whole idea of existence is phenomenal, not noumenal, so to speak; it depends on the quality of the association between sensations. But a still more dangerous fallacy is that which deduces from idealism the non-reality of matter. Reality, like existence, is not a property of so-called " noumena " ; and by merely including matter and mind under the one heading " experience/' there is no more derogation from the reality, solidity, exteriority of matter, than there is from the essential qualities of mind. Matter is real, in the amplest possible sense that can be applied to the term real. It requires no underlying basis or noumenon to support its claim to reality. It is as real as anything that can be brought within our under-